
OLVER ANNOUNCES NEARLY $10 MILLION FOR ASSISTED-LIVING HOUSING IN GARDNER

  

     WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced      today that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the      United States Fire Administration (USFA) have awarded $28,122 to      the Westminster Fire Department. The grant was awarded through the      2002 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program to implement a Fire      Operations and Firefighter Safety initiative.

     The Westminster Fire Department will use the Fire Operations and      Firefighter Safety funds to upgrade their multi-media training facility.      Purchases will include a video projection machine and a library      of material pertaining to firefighting techniques and standards      used in the industry. This regional training facility will also      provide first responders medical training and will be used by other      local departments including Westminster, Gardner, Ashburnham and      Hubbardston. The grant covers 90 percent of the cost of the project.

     “These funds will help improve a training facility that provides      firefighters and other safety personnel in the region with the most      up-to-date training and education materials,” Olver said. “Well-trained      firefighters educated in the latest firefighting techniques can      only improve the safety of both residents and firefighters.”

     The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program assists rural, urban      and suburban fire departments throughout the United States. This      year FEMA and USFA will award $360 million to 5,500 fire departments      in the country. These funds will be used by the nation’s firefighters      to increase the effectiveness of firefighting operations, firefighter      health and safety programs, new fire apparatus, EMS programs and      fire prevention and safety programs. A list of all current award      recipients announced to date is posted on the USFA web site at www.usfa.fema.gov/grants .

     For more information, contact Westminster Fire Chief Brenton MacAloney      at 978-874-2313.
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